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B Abstract

Survey Report on Consultations for People with Higher Brain Dysfunction in
Local Governments

The Japan Society for Higher Brain Dysfunction
National Committee on the Survey of the Actual Situation of Higher Brain Dysfunction
Chairperson: Yasuhiko Shirayama
Vice Chairperson: Shinya Fukunaga
Members: Takashi Hiraoka, Masami Yagi, Mika Otsuki, Mari Kumakura,
Tatsuo Shimomura, Akira Senzaki, Hiromi Hara, Reiko Fukatsu,
Shinichiro Maeshima, Yuko Miyake

The present cross-sectional survey focused on local government offices that are typically the first point
of consultation for individuals with higher brain dysfunction and their families. The objective of the survey
was to ascertain the number of consultations regarding higher brain dysfunction in local governments
nationwide, the content of these consultations, and the state of awareness. A self-administered survey was
conducted via mail in January 2025. The survey targeted 115 organizations responsible for disability
departments in the second largest municipality in terms of population in each prefecture, as well as the
prefectural capitals and the 23 wards of Tokyo (or ward office locations). The collection rate was 46.1%,
and 51 municipalities were included in the analysis after the exclusion of statistical outliers.

The findings indicated that the mean tenure of the respondents was 3.63 years, and the proportion of
respondents possessing national certification was 60.8%), thereby substantiating the acknowledgement of
higher brain dysfunction across all municipalities. The mean number of consultations per 100,000
population per year nationwide was 10.0, with indirect consultations (telephone, e-mail, etc.) accounting
for the largest number (6.9) and consultations related to welfare services the smallest (0.3). By region, the
Kinki, Tokyo, and Hokkaido/Tohoku regions exhibited the highest number of consultations, in that order,
but there were no significant differences among the regions.

The results of this survey suggest that basic awareness of higher brain dysfunction is widespread in local
governments throughout Japan, and that the support system has been equalized to a certain degree.
Conversely, the pivotal role of local governments as significant recipients of consultations, estimated at
approximately 12,000 cases per year, necessitates reaffirmation. Moreover, the enhancement of legal
systems and services is imperative to fortify collaboration with pertinent organizations and to address
disparities in consultation systems across regions.



